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answer evasively Billow's demands in regard to Genthe, a
German citizen murdered in Morocco. The German Min-
ister at Tangier, therefore, wanted Germany to assert her
prestige by an ultimatum to the Sultan, to be followed, if
necessary, by the sending of a warship to Moroccan waters
as a diplomatic demonstration. Billow favored it, but the
Kaiser forbade it, and it did not take plax»e.m Soon after-
wards Germany put aside her grievance over the Genthe
murder and began to assume an attitude of friendliness to
the Sultan. This was to encourage him to resist the "Tu-
nisifieation" program which Delcasse was now believed to be
preparing to force upon him. This would consist, as was
gathered in Tangier from St. Rene Taillandier, the head of
the French Mission, mainly of three points: the reorganiza-
tion of the Sultan's army by French instructors; the sign-
ing by the Sultan of a treaty with the French excluding
the political influence of other nations; and the control by
France of the Sultan's finances. To Kiihlmann this looked
very much like the establishment of a virtual protector-
ate.1*18 Germany therefore secretly encouraged the Sultan
to resist the imposition of the French program. When he
called together a patriotic Assembly of Notables from all
Morocco to examine the French demands, Kiihlmann ap-
proved the measure as "a skilful anti-French move/' m
Then, when the French Press began to demand that the
Assembly of Notables be dismissed, Billow secretly advised
the contrary, believing that the proud Moroccan chieftains
would declare against the French program. He did not
think it likely that the French would go to the point of
trying to bluff the Sultan with a threat of war, because the
new Rouvier Cabinet did not wish to risk the expenditure
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